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Toxic Soup
Tar sands tailings flow into wilderness near Fort  Mackay

photos by Ben Powless

“Approximately two months ago, my family and I discovered a three sided tailings pond that flowed 
into the bush, muskeg and creeks on a family member’s trap line and in Fort McKay’s traditional 

hunting area.”  - Councillor Mike Orr, Fort McKay First Nations (pictured above)

“Because we are at ground zero, Fort McKay people are 
directly affected by industry from all directions more 
than any other group.  The community people who 

must live with the oil sands for the rest of our lives are 
in the best position to monitor what is happening in our 

backyard. “ - Mike Orr
Ben Powless is a Mohawk citizen and works 

with the Indigenous Environmental Network, 
the Defenders of the Land, and the Canadian 

Youth Climate Coalition.
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The Climate Justice Co-op

Chemical Valley cont from pg. 7

Sarnia is also a key hub in the planned 
international tar sands network.  In 2008, Shell 
set aside plans for a new tar sands ‘refinery’ in 
Chemical Valley amidst regional and national 
opposition. Meanwhile, other tar sands 
processing has continued in Sarnia. Pipeline 
giant Enbridge has been looking to establish 
pipelines and other tar sands infrastructure 
branching out from Chemical Valley.

Given ongoing industry-government-media 
partnerships, and local workers’ dependencies 
on petro-chemical jobs, this area desperately 
needs green alternatives and environmental 
justice. 

Toban Black is an organizer with Climate 
Justice London, Ontario and Rising Tide 
North America. A Sarnia activist named Zak 
Nicholls has been Toban’s primary source of 
information about Chemical Valley struggles. 

A proposal to strengthen the grassroots 

The Climate Justice Co-op is a proposal for a 
new way of conducting environmental work. 
We will draw our strength from the energy and 
diversity of grassroots groups that form the 
Co-op’s membership. 

We will continually renew our moral strength 
by listening to the communities that are 
directly affected by, and choose to fight, the 
root causes of climate change. 

We will be accountable to them, and to our 
membership.

We will be a part of a global network that 
will build alternatives to capitalism while 
confronting its destruction at every turn. 

We intend to create a way of not only 
sustaining and supporting grassroots resistance 
to the climate injustice, but a method to 
rapidly spread and replicate climate justice 
organizing. To address the global climate crisis 
in a just and equitable fashion demands no 
less.

Full text of the proposal, as well as a space for 
feedback, comments, criticisms and ideas can 
be found at http://www.climatejusticecoop.org/ 
(disponsible en francais aussi). 

Please take a look and get involved, this 
iniative will only be a strong as the people, 
communities and ideas that build it. 

We propose to establish an organization that 
will:

- Create links of solidarity internationally 
between communities fighting against fossil 
fuel and infrastructure projects, communities 
affected by climate change and false solutions 
to climate change, communities affected by 
extraction and other industrial projects, and 
sectors of the public who can back them up in 
the shared struggle for ecological justice. 

- Build broad-based support for direct action. 

- Propagate a climate justice-based analysis, 
which confronts the root causes of the climate 
crisis in their totality. 

- Provide an alternative to, and a platform 
for criticism of environmental organizations 
that engage in closed door negotiations with 
government or industry, and which operate 
in a fashion that is unaccountable to–or 
which undermines the work of–movements 
for climate justice. This, with the overall 
goal of creating a culture of open debate and 
accountability in environmental movements. 

What comes next is up to you... www.climatejusticecoop.org




